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Disclaimer. 
 

Every effort has been made to accurately represent this product and 

its potential. This industry is one where no one can predict every 

single factor involved in the process or outcome of every individual 

situation. There are no guarantees.  

 

Each individual’s success depends on his or her experience and 

dedication to making an eBook.  

 

The methods described within this eBook are the author’s personal 

thoughts. They are not intended to be a definitive set of instructions 

for this project. You may discover there are other methods and 

materials to accomplish the same end result. 
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Kindle eBook Authority. 

 

This course will take you through all of the steps required to make a 

successful eBook. I will explain how to write content that will draw the 

readers into your story and create lifelong fans. I will also describe the 

many successful ways to promote your book: free and paid.  

 

This course is the step-by-step guide that I use every single time I 

decide to tackle a new story!  

 

Following this guide will transcend your hobby of writing short stories 

into a very viable source of income. 
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The Story 

 

Looking at your story as a whole, I can’t stress how important this will 

be; no matter how well you promote your book, pre and post 

publishing, your story won’t go far unless it’s good! 

Now it’s time to brainstorm. As an author, how will you come up with a 

compelling story that the readers keeps coming back to? 

 

This is the introduction to the first module. I’ll be covering ideas and 

techniques I use, and find most beneficial when releasing an amazing 

story! 

 

We break a simple short story into 4 pieces: dialogue, character 

creation, scenes, and plot. All of these are extremely important and 

have to do with the story’s integrity. 

 

Additionally, I will talk about exactly what kind of author you are. All 

authors will relate to one of these writing techniques I have added, but 

which is the one that works best for you? 

 

Whether you’re an experienced author, or you’re just getting into this 

realizing how profitable this can be, I am confident that with a good 

work ethic and a proper business approach you’ll be able to have the 

same effect financially as publishing eBooks has been having for me! 
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As a beginner author, it may be hard to wrap you head around the 

idea of making short stories quickly and consistently. 

I’ve added a couple of techniques that I came across that helped me 

tremendously when I was just getting into this niche!  

 

From focus techniques to understanding what kind of writer you are, 

and how to benefit from anything and everything, it’s all here! 
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Is Writing Short eBooks Better? 

 

  

When contemplating writing a story you may think to yourself, will it 

be a simple short story? Or maybe a novel? Or perhaps you just want 

to start writing and see where it ends up taking you. Getting down to 

what's "better" is all just an opinion, although I would like to tell you 

that this market is booming! 

 

Reading a novel in its entirety can be a very lengthy process, but it 

can also be a great read. I, as well as a lot of other people, feel not 

many of us want to commit to such a time-consuming task.  

 

Think about it; you've probably spent as much, if not more time, 

reading short articles online in small increments.  

 

In this day in age, we don't have a lot of free time; we invest the little 

time we do have in the day with articles, TV shows, videos etc.  

 

All of these things have something in common, they’re around thirty 

minutes long. That being said, it's quick and fast, and you didn't look 

back and say, “Was this worth my time?”  

 

Realizing this really can show you why Amazon Short Reads is where 

it's at and why short stories are making more sales. 

 

A novel, whether it consists of 50,000 words or 100,000 words, is 

going to sell anywhere from $3.00 to around $20.00, short stories, 
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Amazon Short Reads to be exact, can sell anywhere from $0.99 to 

$10.00. 

 

With that, we can look at a novel and a short story. If you write a 

novel that consists of 50,000 words, and Amazon’s outlook on a short 

story being anywhere from 1,500 words to 10,000 words; in theory, 

you would be able to release 5 published short stories in the time it 

would take you to write and publish a novel. 

 

 You have the potential to make 5 times more profit writing “Short 

Reads” than writing a novel!!! 

 

In the section “Short Reads”, Amazon filters the pages in your story 

into subcategories. There are 6 subcategories, each listing the general 

time it will take to read the story.  

 

We want to focus on the 45-minute classification, which is 22-32 

pages long. The number of Kindle readers that chose this category is 

astronomical, which is perfect and is what we need to be targeting. 

 

The great thing about going into the niche of writing short stories is 

that you don't have to scrap that novel you've been working on!  

 

Cutting a novel into pieces and releasing it by 4-7 chapters at a time 

is more ideal than creating one individual story. 
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With this, you can have short stories out quickly and consistently: 

maybe create a schedule to release them weekly or just sell it all at 

once.  

 

Remember, once a potential customer reads your first book, they 

might want to grab that second one! 

 

As an author, think about what genre you excel at the most. Although 

writing a simple individual short story will be much quicker than 

writing a novel, you need to think about your readers and consumers 

as a whole. 

 

If you do go ahead and decide on multiple short stories that have no 

correlation between each other, have your set genre you pursue. 

 

You can look at world famous authors that have many award-winning 

novels, novellas, and even short stories that are completely different 

from one another. The one thing that will always be similar is genre! 

They will continue with whichever genre they excel in and what their 

fan base likes. 

 

The general consensus I’m getting at is that we want mass; we want 

several stories on the market at once! The reader may be looking to 

read something quick and might be inclined to buy your literature. 

After reading it, and liking the story, they're more likely to check out 

other products you may have out.  
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Imagine a TV show you've come across: the first episode sucked you 

in, it left you wanting more, only to find out that there wouldn’t be 

another episode for two more weeks. There is a similar relationship in 

the world of literature. If a customer buys your book and wants more, 

but sees nothing, they may go on and completely forget about your 

book.  

 

More is better! Always have a follow-up to your book, that way you 

instantly create a fan base! 
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Beginning Your Short Story 

 

When first approaching the idea of making a 1,500 to 10,000-word 

story, it can be a little overwhelming at times. 

 

One step at a time, pursue it, move on. 

 

Having a good work ethic is crucial when writing stories, otherwise, 

you'll get stuck and be so stressed out you may just end up quitting. 

Let's make a base foundation of a story that you can certainly create 

some progress with. 

 

● Dialogue  

● Character Build-up  

● Developing a Scene 

● Plotting 

      

 

 

These are some of the most 

important aspects in regards to 

publishing a great read. 

Although, we’ll not only be 

talking about the book itself, but also the major keys that surround the 

book. 
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It can be hard looking at all of this, and making progress as a whole.  

 

In this course, I give every section imaginable when it comes to 

developing a short story its own divided attention. 

 

Furthermore, I go through not only the foundation of your story but 

how to define you as a writer even more! 

 

 Plotters, Plantsers, 

Plantsers 

 Power Words 

 Focus Techniques 

 Plotline Templates 

 Promoting Your Story 

 Publishing Your Story 
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Pantser vs. Plotter vs. Plantsers 

 

What are they? 
Pantsers, Plotters, and Plantsers are a few of the fundamental 

techniques all writers use and can relate to. 

What kind of writer are you? 
 

Do you have a set end goal for the book? Do you have an outline 

present? Characters thought of? A plot line developed in your head? 

These are all ambitions of a Plotter based writer. 

Plotters have a comprehensive concept of how things will go. As 

writers begin to write their book they start with a fundamental 

guideline consisting of said characters, plot line, place, time setting, 

etc. 

Writers will oftentimes create a condensed version of their book before 

even starting the initial process of the rough draft. 

The benefits of writing as a plotter is 

of course the very detailed outline. It 

could make the revision process go 

rather smoothly.     The method of 

publishing Kindle eBooks quickly and 

constantly is the process we want to 

capitalize on. 

That being said, the form of writing as a Pantser is what I suggest 

pursuing. 



11 
 

The most common phrase when you hear the word Pantser is, “flies by 

the seat of their pants!” Pantser writers have little to no planning 

involved, hence the phrase. 

The Pantser approach can be very effective, especially in the niche 

we’ll be targeting. 

Pantsers have the ability play freely with their characters, plot line, 

setting, you name it. It’s easier going this route to avoid getting stuck 

with writer's block. 

The problem with Plotters is that they have an extensive outline 

they’re bound to. For example, they have their scene mapped out for 

them and need to create a conflict in which they have no idea how to 

explain. 

As a Pantser, you have no worries when it comes to getting stuck due 

to being able to scrap the whole section and write a brand new setting 

in place. 

When you think of Plotters vs Pantsers you may consider going as a 

Plotter because it might seem more straightforward. Having a well 

thought out idea would be easier to bring the picture to life, right? 

Wrong. Regardless if you’re either of these two, after you write your 

rough draft you will need to go back and make edits and revisions of 

your finished story.  

Plotters take so much time to detail their story, yet still spend the 

same time, if not more, revising it, which is just extra time they're 

wasting for no reason at all. 
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Pantsers will finish the story much quicker and get to the revision 

faster. At the end of the day, both forms of writing still have the same 

end goal product: creating a full story that captures the reader's 

attention!  

Pantsers are more efficient when it comes to writing the first sentence 

and publishing the finished product. 

On the other hand, once you’ve started your revision you might have a 

difficult time tying things together. Your characters may not be 

developed enough in the reader's mind to allow them to act on a 

certain aspect they did in a scene. 

What it all comes down to is, will an outline help you or hurt you? 

A Plantser is a combination of both Plotter and Pantser. 

You have a solid idea of what you’re writing and what characters you 

will be introducing, but you're not constrained to it. “An open-minded 

writer”. Although you take a little bit of the redeeming qualities of each 

form of writing, you may find yourself lost at times. 

You might venture off of your outline, 

and it may not come together at all, so 

once you get to the revision process 

you find yourself rewriting entire 

paragraphs through your book. 

 I suggest you stick to one of the base 

forms of writing, as this form can 

often get you confused at times. 
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On the other hand, it could be a blessing for you. Having a base idea 

of where the story goes, and being able to be creative and think of 

something on the spot, could really make your story interesting. 

I could push on to tell you that Pantser is the best option, but it really 

just depends on what kind of writer you are! If you like a good outline 

and try the Pantser form of writing, you may crash and burn and never 

be able to get something as simple as a short story out. 

If you have a very creative mind and try to go the Plotter route, you 

may end up wanting to change critical moments in your story once you 

start the rough draft then quickly realize you can't because it would 

throw the whole outline off.  

Going with the Plantser route is virtually the same thing if you lean too 

much on one side. Really what are you accomplishing other than that 

writer's block you’ve had? 

Figure out what you relate to more and go with it! Don’t force yourself 

into a situation that’s just not going to work out for you in the end.  

In my experience, I’ve written 

and have read each form of these 

particular structure systems. I 

believe that Pantser is the 

quickest and most effective 

way to write. 
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Dialogue 

 

Dialogue is by far one of the most important dimensions in writing a 

good selling book.  It sucks the reader in like a vacuum, which is what 

keeps the reader... well reading! Everyone loves a good plot line: 

which mostly derives from dialogue. 

 

When your characters are talking to each other it really gives them 

LIFE! So, of course, we want to have dialogue. It’s the first on the list 

for a reason!  

 

See, when you're writing a book you want to make sure you're not 

telling the book! Let me explain.  

 

If the readers read through a portion of your book and it seems 

academic, you know, another word for boring, then they won't even 

finish it.  

 

You want to suck the readers in, more and more, deeper and deeper 

into the storyline of the book.  
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That being said, show them! Make them picture a movie going on in 

their head.  

 

Take a moment to think about this. The last really good book you 

read, as you were reading it you often caught yourself not reading but 

actually visualizing the storyline, the characters, what they were 

doing, what they looked like, and even their body language as you 

replayed that last line you read in your mind using both visual and 

auditory mind processes.  

 

Using dialogue can bring out so much more detail than any other form 

of writing!  As you write, read it out loud. Does it flow naturally while 

speaking? If it does, then you're on the right track. If it doesn't then 

keep tweaking it.  

 

You want to cause that conversation to happen in the mind of the 

reader. For example, letting one of your characters say something 

foolish without explaining why.  

 

In the dialogue you're creating, you are telling the reader that this 

may not be the smartest person in the book, but the key part is that 

the reader finds that out in his or her own way.  

 

You want your readers to envision their own version of the story. 

Writers may seem skeptical about it, I, on the other hand, do not!   

 

Dialogue transforms a bland story into something so vivid and real 

your audience can easily picture it in their head. 
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Here's an excerpt out of one of my short stories’ "Subject #1782" 

dialogue:  

 

"Exactly what did Graves do to warrant us to pursue him?" 

 

   "He was trying to level Earth. He had a chemical agent 

designed to cause more damage than 20 atomic bombs combined! 

Y'all were tipped off about his location as he was mere minutes 

away from detonation. The others went ahead and fought in the 

plaza, you decided to sneak off to disable the bomb. By the time 

you got to them they were already dead, as was Graves’ henchmen. 

The two of you were the survivors of that horrific shitstorm."  

 

Other than a shameless plug, that tiny bit of dialogue really gave you 

a picture of what is going on even though you have no idea what has 

happened before this point of the book.   

 

Many people write dialogue wrong.  

Don't be bland! If your characters are talking about the past or future, 

you need a scene inside the dialogue.  Detail! Detail! Detail!  

 

Some writers, when writing past/present tense phrases (e.g. she said, 

he asked, etc.) tend to only go with "said".   

I absolutely hate that! Sure, you'll understand who said what, but 

Reading "said" doesn't really capture the tone to me. Below is yet 

another representation of how dialogue can give a sense of emotion. 
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"Kid!" Ryder's voice stern yet filled with concern. "What the 

hell's going on?  Are you alright?" 

 

 "I'm fine," Asher spoke softly as his voice cracked. Beads of 

sweat smothered his face. Splashing water on his face he spoke 

again. 

 

 

As you can see from above, the writing in this example gives you 

plenty of detail as to how their words are expressed and the emotions 

behind it.  

If it IS a simple conversation then, by all means, write "said." I'm not 

telling you that you should make elaborate past/future tense phrases 

for each and every line of dialogue, but it does give the book 

character!  

 

Step out of the box! Be Creative. Let your readers depict what's going 

on in your story in their own way. 

Dialogue Creates Emotion! 
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Character Build Up 

 

Having a very detailed character in your book, whether it be the main 

character or even just a person that enters the book for one 

paragraph, can really help the reader paint the scene. 

 

In the dialogue section of this course, I explained how you can really 

get to know your main hero or heroine based off of how they act and 

the choices they make. 

 

If you have fantastic dialogue throughout your short story but your 

character is not very 

detailed, it leaves your 

character rather empty in a 

way.  

 

You want the reader to 

picture someone in their 

mind when reading that 

dialogue. 

 

 Understand who your 

character is, everything 

about them. 

 

You want the reader to relate to or be drawn to this character in a 

way. Eye color, hair color, attire, are all basic ideas when building a 

character. 
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 Further in the process, we want in-depth details about your character: 

what’s their birthdate, are they religious or spiritual, do they like their 

family or are they drawn away from them? 

 

I’ve read quite a lot of short stories. It feels like most authors will 

focus more on dialogue or plot than they will on building up their 

characters. It’s important that everything from looks to heritage and 

beliefs is all there. 

 

Knowing this from the start will help you out later on. Even if you don't 

get around to explaining it immediately, you can create dialogue based 

around the character’s opinions, which creates even more 

opportunities for new scenes.  

 

Construct Your Character Properly  
    

Know the story before you make your character. When writing about a 

story we need a name that will fit: brainstorm about this for a bit.  

You, obviously, don't want a futuristic Sci-Fi genre full of different 

worlds and creatures but have your character named Billy. 

 

It just doesn't make much sense, right? Understand the culture and 

the time setting you are about to get into that way your character 

blends in nicely.  
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Writing in a Pantser style would be a little difficult to do this, though. I 

suggest you develop your setting and plotline before you name a 

character, or be ready to make a slight revision if it doesn't fit in well.  

 

In one of my short stories I wanted to go the Pantser route, but would 

I risk overall detail and complexity of the book by doing so? Not 

exactly. I started the book off with a scene which led to dialogue. By 

doing so, I was able to explain the character later on. 

 

Take a look…  

 

 

 

 

 

    “A man groggily awakes in a 12x12 room engulfed by darkness. 

He's dressed in a white cotton t-shirt and white scrub bottoms. The 

man sits up on the hospital bed that he had awakened from. 

Frantically, he pulls off the tabs that are connected to machines 

around him. He hops off of the bed and lands quickly upon his bare 

feet.  Shuffling around the room, with hands pressed on the wall, he 

searches for any sign of an opening or doorway. Exhausted, and with 

no memory of where he is at, he sits balled up in the corner.”  

 

From the example above, you can understand that you don't need the 

name of a character right away. I created a scene, and I made a small 

description of what the man looked like.  
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This style of writing in this particular Pantser approach is that the 

reader knows about as much as my main hero or heroine does. 

 

Which really allows me to go anyway I feel like. Plus, all the twists and 

conflicts I can come up with can be added freely and at any time I see 

fit. 

 

The Character Ladder  
 

Think of your characters going up and down a ladder when you're 

writing about them. They go through their trials and tribulations 

throughout the story: make sure he or she is 

affected by their encounters. 

 

If you have a relentless action packed story, 

you need to convey in the story that the 

character has been impacted by everything he 

or she has done/all of the choices he or she 

has made. Sure he can be a total badass, but it 

creates more emotion in the book that really 

gets the reader's attention, and it allows your audience to get to know 

the character more. 

 

Do you have a murderous killer on the loose? Does he have a motive? 

Explain these types of things. Really get into your character’s head to 

bring them to life. 
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Diving into your characters’ weaknesses really explains a lot about 

them. After all, we want to know more about who they are; we already 

know what they’re doing. 

 

All readers want to relate to the main character in some type of way. 

 

Create a Believable Character  
 

Once you have you character set in stone, consider the current 

situation or position they need to fill and determine if they fit in. 

Whether it's a romantic evening with two of the most favorable people 

in the world, a goblin that loves gold, or just a regular guy that hates 

his job you need to describe them in a way that's fitting. 

 

How will they react to others? 

When creating a scene, you may have described a side character for a 

brief moment that will have no contribution to the main character or 

plotline.  

 

 

This character gives the reader a perceptive insight as to how they 

interact with each other, which builds your character in yet another 

way. How they’re feeling, what their dislikes are, who they hate or 

love, etc. 

 

Dialogue builds character in most of these ways. It’s based on how the 

writer wants to approach the situation. 
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Refer back to the dialogue section of this course for more character 

build up scenarios! 
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Developing a Scene 

 

We split a scene into two sections, a primary and a secondary. 

The primary focuses on all the basic things that create a scene: 

building, walls, sky, ground, etc. 

 

The secondary gets into the gritty details: the warm orange dusty sky, 

debris falling from an exploded vehicle. 

 

I don't have much to explain the primary structure of a scene 

considering that it's the basic fundamentals that everyone should 

know. 

 

Although, try and stay away from the primary structure unless you 

absolutely have to. The more detailed a scene is, the easier it will be 

for the reader to understand what exactly is going on.  

Take an excerpt out of my short story “Subject #1782” for example. 
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       “Asher was staring down at his boots that were speckled 

with blood. Around him, buildings were toppled. Screams 

reverberated from all directions. Dust and debris littered the 

air creating a dense fog.  A mixture of sweat and blood, 

intertwined, ran down his forehead. His head tilted sideways as 

he witnessed an enemy running towards him. With bodies scattered 

heavily on the ground, he ran at the attacker. Explosions were 

so near that the aroma of sulfur and charcoal burned his nose 

and the sound deafened him in the process. He couldn't focus on 

everything around him.” 

 

Now let's break it down.  

Step by step I explain sounds, what is in the air, and the smell. These 

are all secondary structures. It's what really defines the scene. 

 

You have the place and setting developed in your scene, now you need 

to create great detail to bring that scene to life: lighting, sky, what are 

the surroundings around the character at the time. 

 

 These are all elements for a scene many beginner writers fail to 

explain. Make your imaginary place come to life in the reader's mind. 

 

The next time you read a short read or novel read a paragraph and 

ask yourself, is this a scene? Are they building up a character's 

opinion? Etc.  
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Really begin to understand the dynamics of the book you're reading. 

It's not only great information to know, but it will help you write a 

novel of your own if you're aware of what exactly is happening inside 

and out! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Overwriting 

 

Writing out a scene that depicts everything you need to explain in 

great detail is always good, but is it, by any chance, too much? 

 

What's the perfect medium? 

When you're writing a scene, obviously you want everything there and 

nothing missing, but be careful how you word the scene. 

 

Overwriting occurs when there's just too much detail. Writers often do 

this in hopes of creating a very complex climax or resolution in their 

story. 
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Take an action scene, for instance, we want this section fast paced, 

hard hitting, and adrenaline pumping. Write in small segments; you 

want to explain what is happening, but you don't want to risk boring 

the reader by having to read very long sections at a time. Once you 

get your point across, stop. An action scene should be anywhere from 

one paragraph to three, and three is pushing it. Think to yourself, does 

this have an effect on the story moving on? Otherwise, you're making 

a fight sequence that's drawn out and starts to become redundant. 

 

It’s okay to add those little things that really define a character and 

what he likes and dislikes, but those drama scenes, action scenes, and 

love scenes that have way too much detail that focuses on something 

unrelated to the story or the scene at the time just shouldn't be there. 

 

For instance,  

John walked over to Mary with a look in his eye with such 

remorse, knowing he had to break the news that her father just 

died in the E.R. only 30 minutes ago. 

He sits next to her on the cold, hard chairs in the waiting 

room, knowing she was anxious about what was going on she looked 

at him with concern. John lifts up his jacket pocket of the 

doctor's coat and pulls out a small light blue pen with the 

hospital name, address, and his phone number, but it gets caught 

on his pocket as he is pulling it out and the pen bursts open 

leaving ink all over his white doctors’ coat. He thought to 

himself, “Great now I’ll look like a fool while I explain 

this...” 
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Reading this, you can easily tell that the pen in this small scene has no 

effect on the scene’s integrity.  

 

This is in plain sight, however, many writers will start detailing a scene 

about something that is relevant to the story, then venture off and end 

up creating “fluff” that doesn't need to be there. 

 

Building a Compelling Scene 
 

A scene can start from dialogue, time and setting, even what a 

character is thinking at the moment. You have to figure out for 

yourself what kind of scene grants which approach. 

 

If you have a fight scene between two of the most defined characters 

in your story, you may want to start the scene opening up in a time 

and setting type of way, like how I explained in developing a scene 

section. 

 

If you need to create a conflict based off of your main hero or heroine, 

you should start by getting into the character's mind; what’s the plan 

they’re thinking about in their head? What do they think about the 

enemy? What is their goal?  

 

This will help with character build up, which I detailed in a previous 

section along with creating a scene 
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Dialogue is no different, dialogue can build your character, explain a 

scene, and create plotlines for the story. Have your hero or heroine 

converse with their go-to sidekick in the book about anything and 

everything. 

 

Remember, dialogue 

creates a personal aspect 

about your character; as he 

or she says something, 

whether it be about the 

goal, what they dislike, or 

the time and place, it can 

all be explained in dialogue.  

 

This is my preferred 

method of creating a scene, 

but not my only option. I 

use dialogue and just a 

basic time and setting to 

really construct my scene.  

 

Conflict should be in every scene, there should always be something 

that is left unanswered or something that is very questionable that 

leaves your reader intrigued. 

 

The reader starts to think of different scenarios in their head. Having a 

scene with conflict that has many outlooks and resolutions really 

makes the reader think about what the possible outcome will be.  
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Cliffhangers are not only for the end of your story, use them at the 

end of your chapters and even some at the end of a scene. It 

captivates the reader and encourages them to read even further.   

 

When you make a character flawless in a way, it's hard to relate that 

in a reader's mind, downfalls and weakness should always be present. 

 

How can you have an A+ book if your character always does 

everything right? You want the reader to question the hero or 

heroine’s decisions, why did he do this? Why did she do that? 

 

Otherwise, you’ll end up with a generic story the reader can see what 

is going to happen and how your character will react. 

 

Scenes 
 

When writing a romance scene between two lovers you can have as 

much fun as you want. I find it quite hard to overwrite a love scene. 

You want all the detail imaginable, from the feel of her lips to the look 

in his eyes. They are all key parts when writing a good romantic scene.  

 

When prepping for the scene, make sure it will all makes sense in the 

end. Sexual tension, dialogue, and sometimes even a little humor will 

work. That is, with the right case scenario. You want to create 

something real, balance out your physical details as well as your 

emotional details.  
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Writers will often go wrong when making the “perfect” love scene. No 

one's perfect. Don't bore your readers by creating generic dialogue 

and a basic scene. Make it interesting! 

Make it real! 

  

Start out with a bang! Your character is depressed that he lost it all, or 

just couldn't do it. You may have yourself a thriller. 

 

Writing thrillers can be fascinating, but don't mix thriller with 

action/adventure. 

 

Although both genres have a lot in common stick to your roots. 

Thrillers oftentimes have a more genuine reality to their plot lines and 

their story as a whole. 

      

Many thrillers will focus on one protagonist at the peak of their life, 

just to lose it all in the first couple paragraphs of the story, or vice 

versa. Establish a growth or decline in your character, the protagonist 

should develop through changes in the story. 
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Create multiple downfalls throughout the story. Your hero or heroine 

has nearly defeated whatever villain or conflict they came across, yet 

they were not able to overcome the situation. Now they’re back at 

ground zero with revenge seeping into their 

thoughts. 

 

Creating a thriller can be great, just make 

sure you don't fall victim to the case of a 

generic thriller!  

Your plotline should be unique. The basic 

thriller endeavors will fall into place as your 

plotline sets in making it a great read! 

 

Creating a Sci-Fi scene, whether you're in a 

world full of creatures or the not so distant future, can really be 

entertaining. Sci-Fi lets you open your mind to anything and 

everything. 

 

The awesome thing about a Sci-Fi is that it can change at any time 

and go in any direction. With that you have a lot of room to plot or just 

go off the cuff.  

 

Most of my Pantser short reads are in the Sci-Fi genre. When 

beginning to write your story, I suggest opening it up with a scene, 

followed by conflict, then end it off with a little bit of dialogue.  

 

You want your scene to be presented first do the reader can identify 

what kind of story it is. 
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Immediately kick it off with a conflict, Sci-Fi can venture off into a 

mystery, thriller, or action adventure so you have a lot of room to play 

with.  

 

Creating a conflict from the start can really build the plotline, whether 

you've thought it out completely or are going more of a Plantser 

approach. 

 

Many authors go wrong by laying out all of their character’s features, 

likes, and dislikes too soon.  

 

The first couple of pages are the most important part of the book. If 

you have a drawn out character build up phase, your readers may 

disregard the book and move on. That's why I love starting Sci-Fi 

books out with a bang!  

 

A creative scene, an explosive conflict, and meaningful dialogue to 

wrap up the first few paragraphs. It can really make a difference on 

the reader! 
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Writing a Fascinating Plotline! 

 

Writing a plotline is the basis of your book. The idea of writing a 

compelling, intriguing, and irresistible story is what the story’s concept 

is as a whole! 

 

Your character, dialogue, and creative scenes really make a short story 

come to life, but what would all that be without a plot? Really creative 

characters fighting, finding, and loving nothing, and no one! 

 

First thing’s first, formulate a plot that is unique and can be seen from 

many different points of view. The idea here is that we want 

something with holes almost. These holes we will fix as we continue 

the story. 

 

Leave the story open; let your characters change it themselves. You 

have a plan, but the introduction of all books need something that is 

enticing. If you start your book by having an outline, you need to 

make it seem that the actual hero or heroine doesn't know. By that I 

mean, don't write a script and stay directly on the plotline that you’ve 

outlined yourself with.  

 

Conditions of a Plotline Changing 
 

The character’s reaction to the scene, the character’s dialogue, the 

character’s decision. 

THE CHARACTERS!!!  

 



35 
 

In this course, I talk about a form of writing called Plotters, Pantsers, 

and Plantsers. Briefly, I’d like to go back to this particular section and 

explain some things that can most definitely relate to this section of 

the course.  

 

I talk about each form of writing, giving strengths and weaknesses and 

describing how effective they are. I mentioned Plotters being a slow 

process that you have to outline yourself and make corrections going 

through the book, either to your story or to the outline.  

 

This is where I want to touch up on things. It's very hard for you to 

come up with a book so enticing and so addictive if you're bound to a 

set guideline.  

 

Authors just starting out will make this problem: let your characters 

decide the plot. I'm not saying to completely wing it. You have the 

general idea of where the book will go, but going a little deeper into 

the characters will potentially create subplots. 

 

Subplots  
 

You have a creative and defined plot, but we need something more 

than that. That’s where sub-plotting comes into play. The words 

complexity, elaborate, and intricate is what you should be thinking.  

 

This is where we get to dive into things like flashbacks, character 

growth, and even more tension. Doing this will make your short read 

seem like a novel and have the reader almost wishing it was one!  



36 
 

 

 

Basically, the term “subplot” means a story within a story; its 

inception! 

 

To give you an idea of what I’m talking about, check out this excerpt 

from my book “Subject #1782.”  

 

The guard looked down, not prepared for what was to come. She 

hopped back up to her feet grabbing his chin with her left arm 

and the back of her head with the right. A passionate pull of 

her arms was all she wrote. Before Averna could turn around, 

there was a gun pointed at the back of her head. Asher, seeing 

this, had frozen and his memories took over at the most 

inopportune time. 
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The scent of rain filled the air as droplets poured onto him. He 

was dressed to the nines. A woman and a small boy looked up 

adoringly from under their umbrellas. His heart was full of love 

and compassion. This was his world. These two meant everything 

to him. They were his reason to be. His reason to persevere. His 

reason to win. Smiling, he lifted his head back up. They were 

walking down a packed avenue. Buildings that touched the sky 

were brightly illuminated from the billboards and video screens 

that were plastered over them. 

 As they walked, they saw the restaurant where they were 

going to celebrate at. Big news had recently been received. They 

were going to have another child, had just purchased a house, 

and Asher wasn't going out on another mission for at least a 

year. 50 feet from the door a man stepped out from an alleyway 

and shot Asher in the leg. Asher tried to maintain his footing 

but to no avail. As he hit the ground, the boy screamed.  

      

      

Taking this bit of literature, you can see that I added a flashback in the 

middle of the fight scene. This creates chaos. Throwing the reader out 

of this scene into another one almost forces them to keep reading in a 

way! 

 

I have my main plot in this storyline, and it’s hectic and gun crazy. 

How do you make time to split key parts of a book? Action and 

sympathy are two very different tones. I keep my plot by cutting into a 

flashback mid-scene while being able to start a new plot about the 

hero’s wife and son.  
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Pay attention to how you decide to write your subplot. Make sure you 

don't end up making a subplot that is unrelated to your main plot!  

 

The way I do this in this the particular story is to create a flashback 

that still has action in it so it doesn't drive the reader from either 

scene whilst still maintaining both plotlines.  

 

When you're worried that your subplot won't make sense, think about 

it. Your subplot won’t all be in one single chapter or paragraph. 

Usually, you’ll be splitting it up from time to time to keep the reader 

interested in both sides of the spectrum.  

 

With that, your subplots don't really have to make sense per se. 

What I’m saying is that if your subplot is very loosely, or not at all, 

relatable to your main plot, it's fine at that point because you can build 

it up towards something definable at the end of your story. Maybe 

even a huge twist that no one sees coming! 

 

Character Point of View 
 

Choosing the right point of view can be tricky. You might need to think 

about this before even writing a sentence!  

First person  
 

The problem is writing a good amount of work using the first person 

point of view just to realize you introduced a new character and really 

want to get into his or her past. 
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Now obviously you could have your first person character ask about 

his or her past and have it explained that way, but it's just not as 

endearing as you would like it to be. 

 

Remember, when deciding to use a first person point of view it's 

personal. 

The reader is reading the mind of your hero or heroine, which has its 

pros and has its cons. 

 

The main character is also the narrator, so you might have a hard time 

getting in those important details you need to have using only dialogue 

as your way to explain. Being in the first person can really limit the 

surrounding characters you may want to bring more life to. 

 

On the other hand, when I read a first person point of view story, I 

feel more connected. I understand the main character and can relate 

quite well to them. The reader is constantly attached to the main 

character's thoughts, emotions, and observations, which can be good 

and bad depending on the way you look at it. 

 

 

Third Person 
 

There are two main forms of writing in the third person: limited and 

omniscient. 

Limited is written with all the knowledge of what your main character 

feels and sees, but it is limited to that one character. 
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Omniscient is quite the opposite. Writing in omniscient third person 

really allows you to create individual back stories for anyone and 

everyone. Jumping from character to character and bringing in 

emotions coming from each and every one, you're not tied down to a 

single character mind! 

 

On that note, writing this way can make your main character seem 

straightforward and miss some much-needed complexity of the 

character. 

Also being able to get into all of the characters’ heads can get 

confusing to the reader if the story is not well written, that is. 

 

What do you like reading? Maybe that’s what you need to ask yourself 

when contemplating which form of writing to use. 

 

In my honest opinion, I feel that writing a third person point of view is 

much easier. I write mostly in the Pantser form, though, so it's much 

easier for me to jump around a story explaining scenes, dialogue, and 

characters that way. 
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Power Words! 

 

Power words are words that pop! Words that have a little oomph! 

Throughout your story, using power words is a must. It's not only a 

great way to explain a certain situation, but it also keeps the book 

more entertaining. 

 

Wording is a huge deal when it comes to writing your story. We’ve all 

read a boring book that seems like it would be great. 

 

The plotline was there, the unique characters were there, but 

something was missing. It was just too bland. You have to think when 

reading your book, does it sound monotone in a way?  

 

Remember you're writing a book, not a script!  

 

Now, I could list some examples of power words, which I will, but that 

would only scratch the surface.  

 

When you're writing about a particular set of emotions, or even action, 

authors tend to talk about it using the same phrasing. 
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  Let me explain. Take the romance genre for instance: 

 

     You have two destined to be lovers; their eternal love 

knows no bounds. They fall asleep hoping and wishing that 

someday they'll be together. Every time they’re near each other 

they stare into each other's eyes with the most content, joyous, 

and yet peaceful look. They are simply in love.  

 

 

Did you catch that? 

 

Reading through this, what is the main word I use to describe what's 

going on? 

 

Love, of course. You can easily tell this based on how simple it was.  

 

Love is simple, but empowering. When you think of the word love you 

think of endearment, you think of lust, you think of joy, you think of 

sex, right? The concept of love is easy, writing about it may be a 

whole different story.  

 

All of these words correlate to the word love. 

 

Sensual, passionate, devotion, provocative, exposed. There are so 

many words you can use rather than the word love. Think to yourself 

and let words like this fall into an imaginary category. 

Are you going to express love as a noun, a verb? Are you going to 

have a phrase starting with “you are”? Or “I am”? 
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Don't create a bland story. We get it, you're writing a romantic book. 

We've all been there. You talk about love throughout the story, what 

lengths one man will go through to prove a point, or even make it 

back home to his wife and kids, and so on and so forth. 

 

Don't catch yourself in a habit of saying the same word over and over 

again. With that being said, you still need to keep your story's integrity 

intact while doing so.  

 

For example, if you were writing a Sci-Fi thriller, and there are a lot of 

firefights, you may have to use the word “gun” quite a lot throughout 

the book.  

 

Depending on the style and setting that you have, you may not want 

to say Tommy's got his biscuit and is ready to shoot, or something 

similar. Make sure it's lore friendly and you keep it authentic.  

 

Stay away from slang, unless it fits. Using the word piece or 

peashooter is a much better route because it's universally known as a 

firearm. 

 

Using proper wording can make your scene and dialogue more 

intriguing! 

 

Going back to the romantic lovers and the use of the word love, let's 

re-word our small piece of writing. 
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     The passionate lovers create such a bond it cannot be 

broken. The lust in their eyes is so arousing they block out 

everything around them and can only see each other. They lay 

awake at night, alone, wishing for a miracle for them to be 

together for eternity. Their affection towards each other 

brightens the dark, desolate world they live in. 

    

-Passionate 

-Bond 

-Arousing 

-Eternity 

-Affection 

 

Reading through the revised version, these are the words you can pick 

out that pop out at you and make you think a certain way.  

 

Power words change a regular fight scene into an intricate death dance 

of fists and weapons!  

 

Here are some words that might help you find that perfect word or 

phrasing you just can’t seem to think of! 
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LOVE 

Acknowledgement Caring Dreamy Honor Moan 
Adoring Cherish Eclectic Idolizing Obligation 

Addressing Clemency Enamored Indulgence Passion 
Adulate Commitment Enchanting Infatuate Pleasant 
Affair Complementary Exalt Inviting Pretend 

Alacritous Content Expressive Karma Privileged 
Admire Couple Fondness Kind Quixotic 
Amore Dapper Furiously Listening Screw 

Attraction Darling Gleaming Loyalty Scrumptious 
Beautiful Delightful Glean Luminous Sentiment 

Bond Devotion Grace Lust Sex 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HATE 

Alienation Evil Neglect 
Animosity Execrate Pessimistic 

Belittle Foolish Reluctant 
Bigot Grudge Remorseful 
Bitter Horror Resentment 

Contempt Indignity Scorn 
Despicable Jealousy Shun 

Despise Loathe Spite 
Disgruntled Malice Thwart 
Displeasure Malicious Vexation 

Envy Misanthropy Vile 
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ENERGETIC 

Amazing Gorgeous Ridiculous 
Amped Groovy Riveting 
Berserk Horrifying Sensational 

Breathtaking Insane Snappy 
Champion Intensity Staggering 

Craving Jump Stunning 
Crazy Live Suddenly 
Cringe Lust Superb 

Dangerous Opportune Surprise 
Exciting Passionate Victory 

Fascinating Promising Wishful 
Fate Prosperous Wonder 

 

 

 

 

 

DREAD 

Alarm Fool Shatter 
Anxiety Formidable Stakes 
Cancer Forsaken Stuck 
Change Frantic Terror 

Cold Gamble Threat 
Cripple Load Toxic 
Crisis Menace Treacherous 
Dark Ominous Trouble 

Desolate Panic Uncertain 
Enemy Pressure Weight 

Exceptive Risky Wicked 
Fear Serious Worry 
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Focus Techniques 

 

Having a proper technique that helps you focus on the task at hand to 

attain your goal is always a good plan. Even if you don't think that you 

have a technique on getting your story written, odds are you do.  

 

You may not have an actual thought out process in which you'll go 

about focusing, but mentally it's there. 

 

When you approach the idea of being mentally ready to write 5,000+ 

words, it's extremely vital when it comes down to writing that you 

have a technique. 

 

Whether it's just a rough draft or even an obscure outline, if your 

heads not in the game, you'll be experiencing constant roadblocks in 

your path, which is an unbelievably frustrating process. 

 

So, What Makes You Focus?  
 

There are many different focus techniques. The best fitting one for you 

is, of course, up to you. 
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It could be a very quiet room 

with no noise or maybe a 

relaxed cafe in which you're 

taking in your surroundings. The 

thing is, no matter who you are, 

at some point you'll get 

distracted. Take note of your 

distractions and fix them 

accordingly. 

 

 If you have a tendency to get 

distracted by your phone, place your phone in a different area, and so 

on and so forth. 

 

We as writers need to have self-discipline. If you don't, well, you're 

not much of a writer now, are you?  

 

Surround yourself in this story. If you haven't thought of the story yet, 

surround yourself in the idea of writing. 

 

Create deadlines, try a simple timer interval, whatever the case may 

be. Understand that no one is in the way except yourself. 

 

If you end up getting stuck somewhere, why not go down a couple 

spaces and try a different approach? The point is that a little work is 

better than no work. 
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Think about what you're doing and determine if it’s productive or not. 

 

Pomodoro Technique 
 

Quite a lot of writers and authors adore this technique called 

Pomodoro. 

Pomodoro is a simple, yet proven to be an effective, technique to get 

you to hone in on your activity! 

 

In fact, this is used by children, software engineers, and even to focus 

on working out!  

 

     The idea of this method is to have a set time on your primary task 

you are involved with. For example, I will write my short story for 25 

minutes then I’ll take a 5-minute break, repeating this 4 times.  At the 

end of the 4th cycle, you are allowed a 25 minute break.  

 

My opinion on this particular technique is that although it can 

essentially force you into a great work ethic, it may be a little hard for 

beginner writers. 

 

If you’re just starting out as an author you get stuck a lot: especially, 

if you really haven't planned and mapped out your story.  

 

My suggestion is, instead of the 25 minutes of work time, go with 15 

minutes of work and keep the breaks the same time limit.  

 

 

 



50 
 

Make a Deadline 
 

     A lot of people will choose the deadline approach. It's very 

effective, and I usually go this route when I need to get something 

done. 

 

One thing to note, if you can't focus with a deadline and end up 

waiting until the last minute to write everything all in one setting you 

risk your story being sloppy. 

 

I like to break up my deadlines. You have a deadline for your book? 

Well, I have a deadline for the first chapter. Doing this makes things 

less overwhelming. Focus on one thing at a time and your production 

will follow through. 
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Book Genre Plot Templates 

 

     Looking at a story, whatever kind of story it might be, all genres 

have similar properties. Which a template could really help you with! 

Also, each genre does have their own unique aspects. That’s why I’ll 

be making a template for each of the popular selling genres.  

 

The basis of this process is to split the short story into 4 parts. 

Whether these 4 sections will be chapters is all up to you. 

 

What I’ve said before in this course is that Amazon will consider your 

short story a “short read” as long as it is at a maximum of 10,000 

words. 

 

With that, I’m separating each section into 1,875 words 4 times, which 

comes out to 7,500 words. This is a good common middle ground that 

we can work with. After all, you don't want a 10,000 word short story. 

We need something that's only going to take 30 to 45 minutes of 

reading!  

 

General Tips to Get You Started 
 

-Your main character should influence the plot, not the other way 

around. 

 

-The beginning and ending of each of your chapters need to have 

some sort of conflict that will influence the reader to continue reading. 
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-Climaxes, both physical and mental properties, should be there. 

 

-Limit yourself to one resolution for your main hero/heroine even 

though the character may have experienced two or more downfalls. 

 

-Every scene should contain some type of conflict. 

 

- No matter the genre, the hero/heroine or threat should be faced with 

a type death (e.g., emotional death, financial death, actual death, 

etc.)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



53 
 

 

Romance Template  
 

● A unique outlook on the hero and heroine that's draws the reader 

in (e.g., Their looks, intelligence, intentions, and strengths) 

●  A problematic situation the hero or heroine can't face alone. 

● Hero and heroine fall in love. 

● Introduce the main threat and its motives. 

● Create conflict between threat and hero/heroine 

● Hero/heroine seek guidance from one another. 

● Threat seeks destruction in the hero and heroine relationship but 

fails. 

● Hero/heroine faces threat, but fails. 

● Threat has created something unbreakable and hero/heroine 

must sacrifice something. 

● Hero and heroine have a downfall. 

● Threat has their climax. 

● Hero and heroine outsmarts or comes face to face with all 

problems that include the threat. 

● Threat has its downfall.  

● A resolution between the threat and the hero and heroine. 

● A terribly sad ending or a happily ever after ending (HEA) 
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1st Segment 
 

     The hero or heroine is introduced immediately, enshrouded in a 

situation that is almost unbearable.  They feel unhappy and pessimistic 

towards every daily encounter.  

 

 The strong hero or heroine is introduced to sweep them off their feet! 

Both feel so content with life that nothing could get in the way of their 

love. 

 

 

 

This, of course, is a very stereotypical introduction to a romance story, 

but if you're wanting a little more detail with your introduction here's 

what I suggest. 

 

     Instead of the hero and heroine falling in love from the start have 

love/sensual tension that isn't spoken but is strongly implied. With 

that, you can introduce the hero or heroine doing something drastic to 

declare their love for one another towards the end of your first 1,875-

word segment. 
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2nd Segment 

 

     At this point, a threat, or something that tears the couple apart, 

arises. 

This, of course, creates a huge conflict that could be a downfall or just 

a hiccup. Do this multiple times throughout this segment. 

 

 The character should feel determined to get back what he or she had 

in segment one, but they end up constantly failing and going back to 

ground zero. 

 

The segment ends when the main characters conquer their conflict and 

things seem to be going their way. At this point, the threat comes in 
with a proposition that the Protagonist or deuteragonist acts on. 
 

End the segment with this conflict of not knowing the hero or heroine 

will ever come back to one another. 

 

3rd Segment 

 

     The threat tricks the hero/heroine and has its climax in this 

segment of the story. It’s on top of the world and no one can stop it.  

 

A huge downfall for the hero and heroine at this point. They must 

sacrifice something in order to overcome this threat. 

 

The threat feels content with everything around it and goes away for a 

bit. That being said, you focus on the main character's trials and 

tribulations at the ending of this segment. 
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4th Segment 

 

     The reader thinks there's no going back. The hero/heroine are 

separated from each other and there's a hopeless feeling surrounding 

the characters. 

 

In spite of all the downfalls and mistakes the hero/heroine endure, 

they make one final push using their own skill to defeat this burden 

they’re having. Whether their own skill is being intelligent and 

outsmarting this burden, or the hero/heroine reaches out to someone 

close to help them with this burden. 

 

This is the hero and heroines climax. It all depends completely on the 

story, but they have to face this with their own unique personal skills 

to get out of this terrible situation. 

 

     The threat then enters, and realizes that whatever it does, it won't 

stop the unstoppable force that is the couple.  

 

The threat has its huge downfall, while the hero and heroine have their 

big resolution. A resolution for the threat occurs at the end of the 

book. The hero and heroine come to terms with this threat and both 

have another resolution.  

 

A terribly sad ending: the hero sacrificed their death for the defeat of 

the threat or vice versa. 

A (HEA) where both of the main characters defeat the burden that is 

the threat and feels content with life again. 
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Thriller Template 
 

● Determine what type of thriller you have (e.g., Science Fiction, 

Mystery, Spy, Military, or Psychological.) 

● Introduce your main character that is leading a normal life. 

● Introduce a threat that pertains to the main character. 

● Character tries to ignore threat creating a conflict.  

● Threat damages the character in a way (e.g., emotional, 

financial, death.)  

● Character seeks revenge/resolution in threat and fails. 

● Threat becomes sloppy and the character gets close to 

overcoming it. 

● Threat uses someone close to the character as leverage to get 

what it wants. 

● Character has their downfall and goes back to ground zero. 

● Character seeks help from anyone and everyone, doesn’t find 

anyone that will help him until the very end. 

● Threat and character meet face to face and settles all of their 

conflicts 

● Character has their climax and prevails, but another threat is set 

in place. 

● Villain has huge downfall. 

● Character finds resolution and defeats villain/threat as a whole   
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1st Segment 

 

     Your hero is introduced immediately leading a regular life with 

regular problems. In this segment you may have your character's 

perception on their life a little boring: maybe thinking that they're 

better than what they’re doing and they can do more.  

 

At the end of this segment, your threat arises and your character has 

to act on this immediately. Dropping everything that is happening 

around the hero/heroine they pursue this.  

 

This is where they start to contemplate everything about this threat. 

With this scenario you can really get in the mind of your character.  
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2nd Segment 

 

     At this point, the character feels smart after thinking about going 

against this threat and decides to ignore the threat. 

 

This is a very bad decision on the hero/heroine part. The threat then 

becomes worse. The threat damages the integrity of the hero/heroine 

by creating some type of death. 

 

When writing, don't think death as only pertaining to a physical being, 

it can mean so much more. The threat can cause an emotional death 

to the hero/heroine, creating a downfall for the character. 

 

Ending this segment should be along the lines of the character seeking 

revenge and is now fully committed to ending this threat and finding a 

resolution, leaving a cliffhanger for the reader. 

 

3rd Segment  

 

     This Segment takes up right where you left off, but shortly into his 

endeavors he fails. Doing this creates another downfall for the 

hero/heroine. 

 

The villain/threat then becomes complacent, thinking it has the master 

plan and no one will stop it. The hero/heroine act on this immediately. 

They now have an edge on the threat and are close to overcoming it. 
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Your threat or villain now has their downfall, but with quick thinking, 

it's able to turn things around by taking something emotional from the 

character away. Using this to its advantage, the threat now has their 

climax. 

 

4th Segment 

 

     Once more, a downfall is established. This is a huge one for the 

character. The hero/heroine feels that everything they do to make 

progress, the threat is always there to take said progress away.  

 

The character feeling down on their luck, seeks guidance/help from 

someone. At that point, nothing happens until the last minute! 

 

The hero/heroine overcomes all obstacles and reaches their climax. 

They come face to face with the threat to eliminate it and prevails. 

 

The character finds a resolution, and the villain/threat has a huge 

downfall. 
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Sci-Fi Template 
 

● The hero/heroine is introduced with the villain/threat. 

● The hero/heroine is always a step ahead of the threat/villain. 

● Villain/threat has a conflict with hero/heroine and fails creating a 

downfall for it. 

● Villain/threat gets help and takes something of value from the 

hero/heroine. 

● The main characters devise a plan to pull off a heist/steal this 

thing he has without it knowing. 

● The villain is prepared and creates a conflict leading to a downfall 

for the character. 

● The threat/villain is now on top; the character feels hopeless. 

This is the villain’s climax. 

● The threat is now untouchable with many other threats revolving 

around it.  

● The last ditch effort occurs. The good guys team up in hopes of 

getting something each one wants. 

● The villains/threats are defeated. Resolution and a happy ending!  
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1st Segment 

 

     Sci-Fi’s can go a lot of different directions depending on what kind 

of route you decide to take. 

 

The main character usually has an edge over their threat or villain. 

Your villain will have the first downfall in this segment while trying to 

take something from the hero/heroine but failing to do so. 

 

The main character has a feeling of empowerment from seeing that 

the bad guy can't stop him. Towards the end of this segment, you may 

want to describe the overall tone of the character’s feelings when 

approached by a threat. 

 

2nd Segment 

 

     Villain comes back with some type of resentment for being 

outsmarted and approaches the character saying that he will have it 

his way, he will take this, etc. 

 

The main character sees the villain at their lowest, and the lets their 

guard down while starting to become complacent. 

 

Wrap this segment up with the villain taking something of value away 

from the hero/heroine. The main character now has their downfall. 

 

The threat has their climax. 
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3rd Segment 

 

     While facing a downfall they have never dealt with before, the 

character is mad and angry. They can't get the threat out of their head 

and they can't think of anything to help their situation.  

 

This small downfall quickly becomes their main one. It eats at them 

since they've always been the one to be ahead. 

 

The villain/threat become stronger creating more and more threats 

around it. Making the threat an impenetrable force, the main character 

decides to get help from an unlikely alliance. 

 

4th Segment 

     Seeking help form an unlikely alliance takes the character through 

a subplot. Helping this alliance that way the hero/heroine receives the 

much need to help to finally conquer this threat. 

 

A huge conflict occurs when the teams meet up to fight the 

villain/threat. The main character sacrifices something for the greater 

good to defeat this villain/threat. 

 

The villain/threat has a massive downfall by some type of death. 

The character has their resolution by defeating the threat or 

compromising in a way so there is no longer a threat.  

 

The threat comes back at the very end promising that it isn’t over 

creating a cliffhanger while the hero/heroine is on top again. 
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I Have My eBook. What Now? 

 

     You successfully compiled a riveting story and are ready to press 

send and watch the money flow! 

 

But before you go ahead and send it, I’d like to give you some tips 

when your story is complete. 

 

If you decided to go with Amazon and self-publish there, (which I 

recommend) or decide to outsource it to a different company, paying 

for promotions, publisher fees etc. 

 

Have an understanding about what is happening and how will it affect 

you. 

 

This second module will focus on the formatting and selling of your 

eBook. With this, I include a complete start-to-finish, video guide on 

self-publishing your book on Amazon, how to get free promotions, and 

even looking into paid promotions. 

 

This module explains the marketing side behind the eBook. Are you 

immediately going to sell your eBook? Are you going to offer your 

book for free to certain websites to gain some recognition?  
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There are many marketing ploys you are able to do successfully. I’ll be 

showing you my ideas and techniques for each one that has helped me 

sell my eBooks! 
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Publishing Your eBook! 

 

     When you first start to think about publishing your very own 

eBook, you probably think of Amazon. Amazon, being the largest 

marketplace to get an eBook, is obviously your best place to promote, 

but don’t stop there! 

 

You want your book across as many platforms as you can handle. 

Depending on the book, you might even be able to go to a direct 

website that works exclusively with your genre.  

 

Self-Publishing Rocks! 
 

More and more people are realizing that just the thought of self-

publishing is so much better than going through an agent, setting up a 

book deal, etc. Going through an actual, established publisher doesn’t 

actually mean you’re even going to get anywhere with them. There are 

no guarantees. You could spend a small fortune just paying the 

publishers to create book deals, tours, etc., but for what?! It’s not 

safe!  

 

Self-publishing allows you to see what people think. You may think it’s 

a great book, but ultimately it’s the consumer that makes that 

decision. 

 

With that, I would like to encourage you to go with self-publishing, not 

only do you save a considerable amount of money, but you have the 

ability to make more royalties this way! 
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Included are a couple of noteworthy websites that will let you publish 

your eBook for free. These websites not only help you promote your 

product by releasing it for free to their website, but some of them just 

release a link. So if you’re worried that the downloads of the story will 

be a little scattered among different websites, don’t be! 

 

Websites Listing 

IndieBookOfTheDay Free/Promotion 

Kobo Free/Publishing 

FreedBooks Free/Paid/Publishing 

StreetLib Free/Publishing 

OverDrive Free/Publishing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://indiebookoftheday.com/
https://www.kobo.com/
http://www.feedbooks.com/
https://www.streetlib.com/selfpublish/
http://company.overdrive.com/publishers/
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Formatting your eBook 

 

Font! 
 

Your font doesn’t matter! 

Most Kindle readers have the ability to have whatever font they want 

to be displayed on their Kindle while reader your book. 

 

So, if you were planning on having a fancy font in certain sections of 

your book, odds are that the reader won’t ever see that, and it could 

potentially diminish the quality of your book. 

 

Keep it simple! 

Certain tablets may not support font changing. 

The reader may have a hard time reading your book based off of your 

font and might even be turned off on the idea of even reading it.  

 

 

Tables! 
 

If you’re using tables in your book, 

make sure whichever program you’re 

using 

(I recommend Microsoft Word) 

registers it as a table. Otherwise, it 

may be on half of a page running into 

the rest of your story, which doesn’t 

look nice. 

 

If you’re using Microsoft Word, all you 

have to do is go over to the “Insert” 

tab and click Table. 
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Clicking “Draw Table” allows you to input your own custom table. 

 

 

Table of Contents! 
 

I recommend a ToC. Not only that, but an active ToC. 

You want readers to have ease of access. Even though your book may 

not be that long it really helps the readers out when they’re not sure 

where they left off. 

 

Making a ToC is easy, but making it active can be tricky. 

 

Below is a quick video of how to make an active table of contents! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Hv8p98SpwQ
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Page Breaks! 

 
Remember to add page breaks manually 

after the end of each chapter to prevent 

the content from running together. 

 

Kindle Previewer! 
 

So now we know just how easy it is formatting your eBook, but to be 

on the safe side, before publishing, I recommend you look over your 

book with Amazons Kindle Previewer. 

 

This is a software that allows you to preview your whole eBook before 

even publishing; pretty self-explanatory right! 

 

Here’s the download link for Kindle Previewer. 

 

This allows you to make sure all your pages are in order and nothing is 

running together. The files supported by this program are: MOBI, 

EPUB, HTML, OPF. 

 

Now obviously you’re not writing in these formats, so I recommend 

using Online-Convert.com when reformatting any files, you may 

need. 

 

Kindle Previewer is very easy to use. Once you have it downloaded 

simply go to file, open your book that is in the proper format, and 

you’re ready to start flipping the pages!  

 

 
   

https://www.amazon.com/gp/feature.html?docId=1000765261
http://www.online-convert.com/
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Publishing on Amazon! 

 

In this instance, we’re going to be enrolling with Amazon KDP Select 

program. This is the step by step guide of doing so. 

 

First head over to KDP.Amazon.com. You’ll be prompted with 

amazon’s home page, telling you little 

about what self-publishing has to offer. 

 

From here, go ahead and sign in. You can 

use your regular amazon account and it 

will be associated with your new KDP 

account. 

 

 

 

You then will be greeted with a page 

looking like this. 

 

Easy enough, right?  

This will be your home page on 

KDP, you can manage your 

promotions, sales, and look at 

reports here. 

 

Click “Create new title” and get your book out there! 

https://kdp.amazon.com/
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KDP Select! 
 

In this instance I will be enrolling with KDP Select, but is it the right 

choice for you? 

 

KDP Select is a 90 day enrollment period that offers your book 70% 

royalties from readers that buy your book in Japan, India, Brazil, and 

Mexico. Otherwise you would be getting 35% royalties for these 

countries if you don’t chose this program. 

 

Plus, you are entitled to have a Kindle Countdown Deal or a Free Book 

promotion. Doing this can be a great way to drive traffic towards your 

eBook. I like to stack all my free promotions in and outside of Amazon 

on these days. 
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Note, you can only have 5 days of these promotions, but you do get to 

choose which days and how many days at a time you want this 

promotion to go on.  

 

 

 

 

KDP Select also offers Kindle Owner’s Lending Library. Since the 

reader actually makes payments towards owning their own 

personalized library instead of purchasing each eBook by itself.  

 

The likelihood of readers downloading your book is much higher than 

buying the actual eBook. The best part is you still get paid for each 

download! 

 

Additionally, the Lending Library allows other readers to borrow the 

book they downloaded for absolutely free and return the book at any 

time they want.  

 

The great thing about this is that you’ll get paid for a borrow based off 

of how many pages they read. They need to read at least 10% of the 

book to meet the payout threshold. 

 

The Lending Library also lists a section of the top free and paid books. 

Doing your free promotions can skyrocket your downloads! 

 

During the Free Promotion period you won’t receive any royalties, but 

it’s a great tactic to get your book on the Top Free list.  

 

Doing this creates buzz. We want people talking about our book that 

way once your free promotion drops you’ll still be making more sales 

than you were to begin with! 

 

These are all great things about publishing with KDP. Now it’s time for 

some of the bad news. 
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Like I said at the beginning of this topic, there is a 90 day enrollment 

period. Doing this means Amazon has exclusive rights when it comes 

to distributing your eBook. 

 

 

 

That means you cannot publish your book on Kobo, Nook, iBookstore, 

anywhere! This is a big problem for me. 

 

We want our hard work out everywhere! Granted its only three 

months, but its three months for making revenue from 5+ distributers 

at once. 

 

At this point you need to figure out if KDP Select is worthwhile for you. 

It has great benefits, as well as a huge downfall while marketing the 

eBook. 

 

What I suggest is that you opt out of going with KDP Select. Having an 

eBook out on multiple platforms helps immensely when you’re 

promoting your eBook. 

 

Publishing with Amazon 
 

Moving on with the publishing aspect of Amazon. 

 

 

Follow through this website and 

enter in all the information 

pertaining to your book! 
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Inputting all of your information correctly is, of course, very important, 

but let’s skip ahead and look at the section where you add your 

description of the book. 

 

Think of this as your sales pitch. We want this inviting yet mysterious! 

Draw the costumer in: this is your chance to influence a reader to buy 

your book! 

 

 

 

 

Here you get a choice of either uploading your own personal book 

cover or creating one with Amazon’s own Cover Creator. 

 

I do not by any means recommend choosing the Cover Creator. It’s 

very basic and your cover picture can really decide whether or not the 

costumer clicks your link. 

 

If you’re not the most adept person when it comes to creating cover 

art, I suggest Fiverr.com 

 

https://www.fiverr.com/search/gigs?utf8=%E2%9C%93&search_in=category&source=top-bar&locale=en&query=book+cover+&category=3&sub_category=51&page=1&filter=auto
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It’s very cheap and I’ve had a very good experience working with this 

company. 

  

 

Enabling DRM 
 

Let’s talk about enabling this Amazon Kindle feature. 

 

According to Kindle Direct Publishing it is “Intended to inhibit 

unauthorized access to or copying of digital content files.” 

 

Basically, what this means is you have insurance that your eBook 

won’t be stripped from Amazon and later find out it has been plastered 

on numerus websites that did not have your consent to do so. 

 

 

Choosing to disable DRM allows 

your readers to have your book on 

multiple reading platforms. 

Disabling it may drive more sales in the thought that the costumer can 

read it anywhere they want. 

 

The way I look at it is, if my eBook ends up getting shared, well that’s 

just more free promotion!  

 

Ultimately, this is your decision, but I recommend disabling this 

function. 
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At this point, you’ll be asked what and how many countries you would 

like your book to be published to. 

 

Select: Worldwide rights – all territories. 

After all, we do want the book everywhere! 

 

 

 

Now to select your price. You have two choices to make: 

35% Royalty or 70% Royalty. 

 

It’s a pretty easy decision to make. I would like to add, 

to implement 70% royalties, you’ll need to price your book anywhere 

from $2.99 to $9.99.  

 

To implement 35% royalties your 

eBook can be anywhere from $0.99 

to $200.00 

 

I suggest pricing your eBook at $2.99. 

 

This is the lowest price point that will allow you to keep your 70% 

royalties. 
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Promoting your eBook! 

 

You’ve finally made it! You have your eBook on the market, but how 

do we get it known? 

 

There are many different ways to go about promoting your eBook. 

Let’s start out with a list of promotion tactics. 

 

Promotion Tactics! 
 

 Facebook 

 Twitter 

 Instagram 

 Tumblr 

 YouTube  

 Book Trailer 

 KDP Select 

 Fiverr 

 Giveaways 

 Excerpts  

 Reading Forums 

 Testimonials 

 Reader’s Podcast 

 Promote others 

 Contests 
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Promoting Through Social Media! 

 

Whether you have a huge list of people on your friends list or just a 

few, let them know what’s happening! 

 

Create a business page or just a fan page through Facebook and share 

it with all your friends. 

Get your close friends to do the same. 

 

This creates exposure. Better yet, it can be free exposure. 

Create a tweet linking your eBook, your fan page, your YouTube, 

anything and everything that is social media. 

 

On the paid side of things, you can promote through social media quite 

easily; although, I’ve received better results with just using the help I 

get from friends sharing my work! 
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YouTube 

 

Create a YT page for your book. 

A lot of authors create a book trailer and promote it in a way of a 

movie. 

 

Doing this allows the reader to get interested in your book in a vivid 

sense. 

Authors will do this to put an actual picture in the potential reader’s 

head. I have done--and seen-- this technique, and it’s a great way for 

readers to find new books! 

 

The awesome thing about going through YouTube is that the traffic is 

cheap! Unless you have a following already, you’re going to have to 

get some recognition somewhere. 

 

A book trailer may be the perfect promotion to invest in! 
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This is where TrueTags comes in handy. Ranking your video through 

YouTube can be hard, but it doesn’t have to be. 

 

Using TrueTags you can simply find some highly populated book 

trailers and grab their keywords. Under normal circumstances you will 

find basic keywords that the popular video is using, but there are so 

much more! 

 

Using TrueTags unlocks all of the keywords instead of the basic ones 

YouTube provides. 

 

Doing this allows you to see each and every keyword that can be 

directed to the trailer from searching them. 

 

Grab all of the keywords that you need from TrueTags to boost your 

video to the top most searched keywords! 

 

It's that simple! 

 

Get TrueTags! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://creativethinkingprocess.com/software/truetags/
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Fiverr 

 

I’m sure you’ve heard about promoting with Fiverr gigs. 

I have one thing to say about that: it works! 

 

There are tons of gigs out there that will drive traffic to your link or 

that will post your link on multiple social media platforms, the list goes 

on. 

 

Of all websites to go to promote your book, this is the most affordable 

option. 

 

I have been very pleased with the outcome. The very first eBook I had 

ever released I spent five dollars on Fiverr to promote my limited time 

only eBook. Within 24 hours of promoting this book I had 215 

downloads and seven five-star reviews! 

 

Not only can Fiverr get you some 

traffic, but Fiverr can get you 

testimonials! Granted, you can 

only do this if you have your own 

website and a full sales page of 

your eBook. But even then, you 

might be able to get some good 

testimonials for your eBook 

trailer! 
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I’m covering the most effective ways to promote your book, but do me 

a favor and don’t stick to one! 

 

I see so many authors publish their book and only market in one way! 

That’s crazy to me. Unless you’re the next Stephen King overnight, 

you’re going to have to do a little work to get this book seen! 

 

 

 

 

 

Giveaways and Contests  

 

With KDP Select you can offer a contest. Also, with the 5 days in your 

90-day enrollment period, you can offer days for readers to download 

your book for free. 

 

Now the idea of not getting any money for downloads does seem a bit 

discouraging, but if you’re an indie author you’re going to need some 

exposure. 

 

I recommend doing this fairly quickly after releasing your book. 

First, create hype for your book, then let anyone and everyone that’s 

already on your list know that the eBook is out and to go get it. 

After that, create a hand full of promotions and keep your book for 

free with emphasis on “For a Limited Time Only”. 

 

Another great giveaway can be through Facebook. 



84 
 

I’ve seen many giveaways where you enter in by liking a page for a 

chance to snag a free copy of your eBook. But honestly, that just 

wouldn’t appeal to me nor others in that matter.  

 

Imagine if you add a giveaway for a free iPad and some other goodies. 

That may be more appealing for the potential reader and may be more 

beneficial and cost effective in the long run. 

 

 

 

 

 

Get Help from Others! 
 

Promoting your eBook through different websites can be a very 

effective strategy to go with, which I use. 

 

This includes contests for you to get your book featured on other 

websites, as well as getting acquainted to some popular readers’ blogs 

and forums. 

 

As a beginner author that doesn’t have a much of a following, and yes 

I will keep saying this, you need exposure!  

 

Websites are more likely to promote you if your book is free. 

Now, I know how hard it can be for you being forced to give out your 

hard-earned work for free.  
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Unless you have a massive budget for you to plaster ads and traffic 

everywhere, it may be hard getting your book up on its feet. 

  

Promotion Relevancy 
 

Constantly promote your old books. You want to do this to stay 

relevant, the more often someone sees your book on a front page the 

more likely they are to click on it each time. 

 

Think to yourself: “is putting out your eBook for free beneficial and will 

it drive more traffic?” Are you confident in promoting it in a huge scale 

that will cost a lot but in the end is it worth it? 
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Throughout this course, you have read about my methods on writing a 

successful eBook, not only that but a full walk through guide on 

formatting it, publishing it, and promoting it. 

 

Remember at the very top of this document you see a kindle eBook 

cover? Well, that cover is actually on a real book, and that book was 

written while creating this entire course using all of the methods 

described here. 

 

If you’re curious about and want to explore a live and in print 

perspective of any of the techniques, I strongly encourage you to pick 

up a copy of “Subject #1782” so that you can go through the book and 

identify each step in the process we covered here. Whether it be for 

educational purposes or just a good read. 

 

With this, all I have to say is good luck! And keep writing! 

 

P.s. Be sure to leave an honest review! 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Subject-1782-Jett-Cross-ebook/dp/B01JRMPWC2/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1470812583&sr=8-1&keywords=subject+1782#nav-subnav

